
Interview Anna Heijker, NE from the Netherlands  
 

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs - ‘You can learn so much from collaborating with an experienced 

entrepreneur in another European country.’ 

 

Anna Heijker: ‘Since May this year I am participant in Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs and I 

collaborate with Richard Reese, partner at Imparta South Eastern Europe in Bucharest. What appeals 

me most in the Erasmus program is that you collaborate with an experienced entrepreneur and help 

each other’s businesses to the next level. Richard supports me in the development of my business 

and I help him with the marketing for his company Imparta.  

 
I am a communications specialist. I deliver trainings on how to pitch yourself in one-minute and help 

entrepreneurs with pitching to investors. It is all about presenting a business, business idea or 

yourself in an optimal way. With my clients I work on a structure for the pitch and on the delivery of 

the pitch. Some of the benefits of having an impactful pitch are: it makes it easier to acquire clients, 

networking becomes more effective and it increases confidence. 

I accomplished some of my initial business goals five months ahead of schedule. Richard had a very 

important role in this. In the beginning he gave me advice on how to deal with contracts and 

negotiations and later on we worked on a strategy. Another example of how we collaborate is the 

following: in May I delivered a training on one-minute pitching at the Netherlands-Romanian 

Chamber of Commerce. Richard has extensive experience as a trainer and he gave me feedback on 

the design of the training. Afterwards he joined my training and he could sharpen his pitch for 

Imparta.  

 

In Romania is a lot of space for creativity and development of businesses and organisations. There 

are many events for entrepreneurs being organized. I am also a member of The HUB in Bucharest, a 

community for entrepreneurs and a co-workingspace, and Toastmasters Bucharest, a club for 

development of leadership skills and public speaking skills. On the 12th of November 2013 I was a 

speaker at ZileleBiz – the largest business event in Romania. It is great to be on the stage with big 

entrepreneurs, only seven months after I started my business. Other highlights of the last months: I 

was an adjudicator in speech competitions of the English Speaking Union Romania en I worked with 

a software engineer of Twitter on a pitch for his own app. And, of course, it is quite easy to have an 

adventurous life here in Bucharest, which also appeals me. 

 

I am very happy with the collaboration with Richard and with Cristina Stefan of Quarter Mediation 

(my Intermediary Organization from the Netherlands). Cristina reviewed my business plan when I 

applied for the program and she helped me to prepare myself for the program. Erasmus for Young 

Entrepreneurs makes it possible for me to develop my business without having to worry too much 

about paying the rent, as a grant is part of the program, and through the mentoring I am going at 

least six times faster than without. 

 

Overall I am very happy to be a participant in the program. I hope more young entrepreneurs will 

find out about the programme, because you can learn so much from collaborating with an 

experienced entrepreneur in another European country.’ 
 


